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le Following the Tenth Labor Congress of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de 
Colombia (CTC), delogates to that Congress of tho Fedoracion Nacional de 
Trabajadores Totroleros de Colombia (FDDDIDTROL) held a special congress 
fron Lli-13 tay 1950. In spite of €forts by tho Communists to pack the 
Congress vith sympathizers, the Congress bean its sessions by approving 
the sonaration of the CTC from the CTAL, Tro factions verve apparent during 
discussions, one led by the Prosidont of FODETSTROL, Jaire Rubio, favaring 
the break, and the othor led by Podro Sosa favoring rolations with the CTAL. 
Then a vote vas talon, however, Sosa's vag the only vote cast in favor of 
renudiating the majority decision of the CTC Congress to break with the 
CTAL. 


29 Tho FUODLPETROL Congress discussed the problem of payments due vorkers vhen 
the Dellares Concession ends in August 1951, and whether or not such paynents 
should be nade by the Colorbian governnent or by the Tropical O11 Company. 
The delegates decided 1% vould be noro favorable to the vorkers to insist 
that tho Tronieal O41 Conrany make such scttloncnts before turning the 
Gonecssiion over to the rovernnont or tho povernnent onbity orraxviged to 
onorate the Concession. It was felt that if theso obligations wore passed 
to the governrent there vould be consideveblo celay in reeciving payronts, 
whereas the Tropical 911 Com-any could bo orpoct.d to fulfill its obligations 
on ting. 


3o The Congress also discussed whether the Tropical O11 Company should take 
part in the ner commany being formed to oxploit the Concession. A com= 
nission was designated, composed of Jaimo Rubio and Manucl Uubiano, to 
nrosont the workers! conelusions to the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum. 
These conelusions vere that, if the Tropical O11 Comrany coes not perti- 
cinate in the oxploitations of tho Concossion, thore will be an outbreak 
of technical Cifficulties, manegenent and administrative tieuns, causing 
layoffs which would be wefjudiclal to the vorkeorse It vas recognized that 
tho vorkers have had thoir difficultios with the Tropical O41 Company in 
the rast, but it vas folt that in the futuro, vith the covornnent's parti~ 
clpation in the now conrany, the latter vill hanile labor mtters. 
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The following new officers wera elected for the coming year. 


Directorate 


President 

Vice President 
Secretary—General 

Fiscal 

Treasurer 

Secretary of Foreign Relations 
Secretary of Conflict and Work 
Secretary of iets and Archives 


Manuel Diaz Henriquez 
Antonio Torres 
Pascual Vasquez 
Roque Martines 

Pedro A. Riveros 
Hector Pineda 

Mareo Dorta 

Juan 0. Rodriguez 


secretary of Organization and 
Provapanda 


Iaibin irango 


Confederal Committee 


Teofilo Castillo 
Luis Devera 

Luis Manuel Cyalla 
Ulises Otero 
Justiniano Bastos 


Jose Maria Bafios 
Jose V¥, Arias 
Antonio Rengifo 
3ernardo Paira 
Heriberto Ruiz 


There are no known Communists arong the new officers, according to souree, 
4t a meeting of Communist leaders after the Congress, the PEDEPITROL 
Congress wis recognized as a Communist defeat, The Secretarv General 
blamed Rafael Atehortua Lopez, who has been in chirge of Communist organ-~ 
ization in the oil fields. He stated that although the Communists must 
repard the exnulsion of the Yankees from the Ne Mares Coneession as a 
step in the right direction, the Communists could not claim any credit 
for having accomplished this victory. Furthermore, he pointed out that 
the victory was still in doubt since the workers themselves wished to 
give ~articipation to the Tronical 011 Company, ane: it was probable that 
in the end Yankee dollars would win ont. 


Source reported that the labor lawyer, Diego Montafla Cuellar, who has been 
legal adviser to F©DEPETROL, planned to agitate among the workers at 
Rarrancaberme ja in an attempt to nersuade the rank and file of FE. EPETROL 
unions to repudiate the decisions of the delegates at the Congress. 
Montafia Cuellar, according to source, wants the new Gomnany to he divorced 
commletely from the Tronical Oil Connany in the hope that in the hands of 
the government and with Colombian technical and administrative talent the 
Company will fail and its failure will inereise the difficulties of the 
fovernment of Laureano Gomez, 
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